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Federal Judge targets Queens Republican Bob Turner’s seat for elimination as part of redistricting  

The seat of retiring upstate Democrat Maurice Hinchey would also be eliminated

By Glenn Blain AND Kenneth Lovett 

Tuesday, March 6, 2012, 10:38 AM

ALBANY — Freshman Rep. Bob Turner’s Queens and Brooklyn district would be axed as part of an overall reworking of the state’s congressional boundaries put forward Tuesday by a federal magistrate.

With state legislative leaders unable to come to agreement on redrawn district lines, U.S. Magistrate Roanne Mann was empowered by a panel of three federal judges to come up with a plan that eliminates two of the state’s 29 congressional seats — as required because of national population shifts over the past decade.

Mann, who had been expected to release her proposal next Monday, wants to do away with Turner’s district as well as an upstate seat where the incumbent is due to retire.

Common Cause/New York, which has called on Gov. Cuomo to veto any state legislative or congressional district lines crafted by the Legislature, believes Mann’s proposal largely mirrors the government reform group’s own plan.

Susan Lerner, the group’s executive director, said Mann did in days what the Legislature has been unable to do for months — “produce a fair map which prioritizes communities of interest and reflects the regional make-up of New York State.”

Mann’s proposed lines need approval from the federal judicial panel, and likely will not be the end of the process; the Legislature could still come up with congressional lines of its own.

Turner’s current district includes a large swath of central Queens and stretches down into parts of the Rockaway Peninsula and southern Brooklyn.

Mann’s design would most likely force him to challenge Rep. Gregory Meeks, whose district in southeastern Queens has a high percentage of Democrats and African-Americans.

Turner said he will run no matter what is decided.

“I am prepared to run in whatever district I reside in once the final lines are adopted,” said the Republican, who won a special election last year to replace disgraced Democratic Rep. Anthony Weiner, who resigned amid a sexting scandal.

Under Mann’s model, the portion of Turner’s current district that includes Flushing and Elmhurst would become part of a new Asian-heavy district that will have no incumbent.

State Senate GOP officials had fought to protect Turner’s district while Assembly Democrats, Albany’s other legislative majority, had proposed that it be eliminated.

Mann followed the Legislature’s recommendation that the second congressional district to be eliminated belong to upstate Rep. Maurice Hinchey, a Hudson Valley Democrat who is retiring at the end of his term.

Mann’s proposal would have veteran Rep. Charles Rangel’s Harlem district expand into a portion of the Bronx, making his constituency more Latino.

Queens Rep. Gary Ackerman — who now represents parts of northeastern Queens and nearby Nassau County — would be merged into a district with fellow Democratic Rep. Steve Israel that will mostly fall on the Nassau side of the city line.

Ackerman signaled that if the proposal becomes reality he will likely run in the new Asian-heavy district as opposed to challenging Israel, who heads the Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee. Ackerman called the proposed new district “fantastic” and said it was where he was raised, went to public school and college and started a family and business.

“It contains my political base and longtime roots, and I have had the privilege of representing approximately 90% of it during my 34 years in the State Senate and U.S. Congress,” he added.

While Mann’s recommendations won’t permanently resolve the partisan wrangling over the once-a-decade process, they are expected to push into high gear ongoing talks on an overall congressional and state redistricting deal. Now the state legislative players in talks know where the court is headed and can make decisions accordingly, insiders said.

“Maybe what the judge did was give us the impetus or the template to now make the necessary deals,” said Assembly Speaker Sheldon Silver.

State Senate GOP spokesman Scott Reif added: “We continue to believe that a bipartisan solution can be reached, and that the new congressional lines will ultimately be adopted through the normal legislative process.”

The talks also include a push for a state constitutional amendment to reform the redistricting process for the future.

State Sen. Michael Nozzolio, co-chair of the Legislature’s task force on redistricting, gave a thumbs-up to the congressional district lines released by the federal master Tuesday, saying Mann did “an excellent job.”

“We think it certainly could be a centerpiece of a final plan; it’s a plan that we generally agree with,” Nozzolio (R-Seneca Falls) said after the Senate finished its brief session Tuesday.

Nozzolio praised Mann for keeping together counties and “communities of interest,” especially upstate.

However, he expressed concern about Mann’s move to do away with Turner’s district, which he said would “decimate” the Orthodox Jewish communities in Brooklyn.

“We believe in the integrity of the Orthodox communities and would like to see those kept intact,” he said.

Time is running short as congressional candidates need to know what districts they are running in before they start to circulate nominating petitions on March 20.
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